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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first- 
class mail on January 15, 2004, with sufficient postage in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 


Beth Earnest 

Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 


Sir: 


Transmitted herewith in the above-referenced application for U.S. Patent are the following: 


Response to Office Action (no fee) 
Information Disclosure Statement (with fee) 
Form PTO/SB/08A with one reference 
Return Postcard 


The Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted after the first Office Action on the merits 
but before the mailing date of a final action under 37 CFR 1 .1 1 3, a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 
1.311, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and includes the fee of $180.00 
as set forth in 37 C.F.R. 1.17(p). 

Applicant(s) believe that no petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R.§ 1.136 is necessary. 
However, to the extent that such petition is deemed necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
charge any deficiencies in the following fees associated with this communication or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 05-1372. A duplicate copy of this sheet is attached. 
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